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Original Vision Proposal

Hello Everyone, 

It’s my pleasure to propose “Insult”* for your consideration. 

The circumstances of this piece involve the ruptured brain aneurysm/
stroke of my then 27 year old fiancé 15 years ago, the journey since 
then, and a recent breast cancer ordeal. 

The major theme involved in “Insult” is an exploration of the events, 
process, and necessity for personal and spiritual transformation in 
the face of seemingly insurmountable and constant physical pain, 
disease, and suffering. Themes and cosmic “laws” associated with this 
include ideas about what humans deserve, what/who god is, belief 
systems and conflicts regarding that entity’s level of involvement 
with the human experience, and the nature and action of the typically 
Western concept of Love especially as it is illuminated by Greek 
concepts of the forms of Love. Both the perspective and viewpoint of 
this work is personal. 

Relevant characters and forces include:
• The Wife/The Sufferer
• The Husband/The Suffering
• The Father/The Conjoined (Koinonia)in suffering
• The Chorus - acting/singing the part of, by turns, god, angels, rage, 
pain, and that which cannot be expressed. 

The relationship of the characters and themes described to Mythic 
storytelling are direct and primary. If the idea of Myth includes 
alternative methods of communicating the wonder of life and common 
human experiences, and the idea that our human connection is deep 
enough that one person imparting a “unique” narrative will touch 
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anyone listening then “Insult” will comport quite well with Original 
Vision. 

STATEMENT

I’m both interested and excited to pursue furthering “Insult” with 
Overtone for two reasons: I have heard and seen many of Overtones’ 
projects over the years and am drawn to the organization and its 
values on aural and aesthetic levels. I have also participated in many 
of the projects produced by Overtone in the last several years and 
have developed a trust with those in charge without which I would not 
be applying. My work means a great deal to me and I know that all art 
means a great deal to Overtone. That works for me. 

What I hope to gain from this collaboration is, primarily, that which 
I cannot yet predict. I’m hoping many unexpected things happen. I 
believe one of the last bastions of truly original art lies only in 
collaboration. There is literally no telling what will happen when 
different groups of humans set about working on something. I also plan 
to gain more songs/pieces of music toward the eventual completion of 
“Insult”. There are several songs/pieces completed for it already but, 
as life would have it, there is now new suffering and challenges 
relative to the original impetus which requires new artistic 
expression as a means of sharing, relief, and imparting experience. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
John Ballinger  10.15.21

* Insult is a medical term used to describe a sudden neurological deficit 
caused by disturbance of brain blood flow. 


